WHAT IS SOURCE OF INCOME
DISCRIMINATION?

The lllinois Human Rights Act makes it illegal for housing
providers to discriminate on the basis of your source of income.

WHAT IS SOURCE OF INCOME?

The lawful way you support yourself and your family.
Examples:

= Housing Choice Vouchers

= SSI/SSDI benefits

= Child support

= Retirement income

= TANF

= SNAP

= Inheritance

WHAT DOES SOURCE OF
INCOME DISCRIMINATION LOOK
LIKE?

= A landlord says he does not accept Section 8 vouchers

= A landlord requires that tenants be employed

= A landlord does not cooperate with a housing authority's
inspection

= A landlord runs a background check for voucher holders but not
for other applicants

= A landlord requires a tenant with Social Security income to
prove it is permanent income

= Other forms where tenants are treated differently because of
their source of income

WHAT IF A LANDLORD SAYS
THERE IS A MINIMUM INCOME
REQUIREMENT, OR THAT MY
INCOME MUST BE THREE TIMES
THE RENT?

This may be discrimination depending on the circumstances.
Consult an attorney.

WHAT CAN I DO IF 1 THINK | HAVE
BEEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST
BASED ON MY SOURCE OF
INCOME?

= Consider filing a complaint with the lllinois Department of
Human Rights at illinois.gov/dhr.

= If you believe you were discriminated against because of your
Housing Choice Voucher, also discuss this with your housing
authority.

= Contact PSLS to speak with an attorney.
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CONTACT US

If you or someone you know is a victim of housing discrimination, the
Fair Housing Project may be able to help. We will connect you with
the PSLS office that serves the county where you live.

855-FHP-PSLS (347-7757)
pslegal.org/fairhousing

PSLS OFFICES

Bloomington Peoria

Serving Livingston, McLean Serving Fulton, Marshall,

and Woodford Counties Peoria, Stark and Tazewell
Counties

Galesburg

Serving Henderson, Knox, Rockford

McDonough and Warren Serving Boone, Carroll,

Counties Jo Daviess, Ogle, Stephenson

and Winnebago Counties
Joliet

Serving Will County Waukegan

Serving Lake County

gankak;ee . West Suburban
Kenl/(mg roguo:s an Serving DeKalb, DuPage, Kane
ankakee Counties and Kendall Counties

Moline

Serving Henry, Lee, Mercer, Woodstock

Rock Island and Whiteside Serving McHenry County
Counties

Ottawa

Serving Bureau, Grundy,
LaSalle and Putnam Counties

The work that provided the basis for this publication

was supported by funding under a grant with the U.S. United

Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Way 2

substance and findings of the work are dedicated to the Community Partner
ublic. The author and publisher are solely responsible America’s Partner

A P ! LSC for Equal Justice

for the accuracy of the statements and interpretations in QAL SERVIGES GORPORATION

this publication. Such interpretations do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Federal Government.

Find legal resources
and apply for help
To support our work, on lllinois Legal

visit pslegal.org/donate. Aid Online. Visit
illinoislegalaid.org

or scan code.

LEGAL SERVICES 303 North Main Street
Suite 600

Rockford, IL 61101
815-965-2134
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We respect our clients’ privacy rights. We do not discriminate based on a

person'’s race, ethnicity, color, religion, gender, gender identity, expression

or presentation, sexual orientation, national origin, genetics, disability, age
or any legally protected status.
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